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1L GRAN EIFICTO. 



Puscia ch'in v'dilii aK<uii ri«>uosciiitci , 

Uuat.lai, n<li I'muhra <]i colni 

Che fece, per ritate, il gran riftuto. 
IrLcrmianeute iiitesi, e carta fui, 

Che quest 1 era la eetta dei rattivi , 

A Din apiawiui ed a' nemici Bui. 

Inferno, caMo iii, osrjss 53 lo 03. 

In that dread roar of cries, and sighs, and shrieks, 
ami groans, and tinsts which the vault of Hell re- 
echoed as Dunk; approaehed (he margin of its dark 
abyss, was heard a sound of wail so overwhelming, 
Ihat the l J oet paused to ask his conductor who ihey 
were whom grid' thus uvei'tanit. He is told Ihey arc 
the shades of those who had done neither pood uor 
evil, who had lived withoui. blame ai.d wilbuuf praise, 
and that they are mingled with the quire of wicked 
angels, who, in the celestial rebellion, neither fuugbl 
for God, nor against Him, "ma per se foro". Then, 
looking ai'ound hini, Dante sees a long troop of souls 
preceded by a flag rushing through the starless air 
with great rapidity, and having recognised several of 
these whom he had personally known, his attention 
is drawn to one in particular, whom lie no sooner 
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perceives than, immediately, be is aware who and 
what they are — 

la Htta da' ottivi 
A Dio spiaeenti ed a' nemiei ani. 

There is here a progression in turpitude. First come 
those contemptible beings who leave no name either 

Next wo have the r lepra. veil cowardly angels, and, in 
the wuiie category of baseness with them, are these 
"cattivi" hateful alike to God and to his enemies, 
this distinct representative ol whom is- thiit nameless 
individual— 



Daiite never divulged who this person was; he is the 
type of a sect for which the Poet expresses the ut- 
most contempt, and who are etpiidly displeasing to 
God and to his enemies. Not even his own son Fietro 
knew who this shade was meant lor, he only believed 
that it, was intended tor Celestm V. , who, from a 
praying ivirlu-i' , having been raised, nincll against his 
will, in 1294, to the dignity of Pope, was craftily in- 
duced by the Cardinal Gaetano, for the good of the 
Church and of his own soul, to renounce it, which he 
speedily did, and returned to his hermit mode of 
living. This pious soul, well known for his sanctity 
as Pictro da Morrone in the Abnizzi, was not only 
revered in his lilelirnc for holiness of character and 
power of working miracles, hut in 1313, was made a 
Romish Saint. 
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Modern commentators are satisfied with holding 
Celcstin ti> be the person intended, init it was not, so 
with them of old. Tlie writer of the Ottiino will not 
venture on his own authority to altirin that Uelestin 
is meant, and refers to him only with "vualc irfcitn 
dire". Boccaccio remarks - ■ "Chi cestui fvsse mm $i 
so osstti eerlo." He mentions two opinions, one, that 
1'ietro Morrone was meant, another, that Esau, who 
sold his birth-right, was intended, but prefers the 
former, sL'ckins; to excuse Dunk: tor putting a saint 
in Hell, by remarking that he had not been canonized 
when Dante wrote. This excuse, however, will not 
now serve, for it has been shown that the Inferno, as 
we have it now, was not finished till after 1313. 
Benvenuto da Iniola is yen positive that Dante neither 
did nor coidd mean Gel est in — "tied hreviter, qaidquid 
dieiitw, mihi vidctvr quod, tiuctor imJio mudo loqnatur 
Hi'r. log ui ponsit de Ca:kslia.t>, Prima quia Heel Cu:- 
katiittis feceri! iiiojimaiii i\'naiu:u:tioiii-m, Hon latiiP.n 

hittb d'tiiiimo, e non prr rilld , haresse abhtindonoto il 
mondo, e se fosse dale- alia conlemplatitme di Dio" 
(see the passage as noticed by Daniello). 

In the "Nidobeatina" we read as an original note, 
not found in the "Venddiniana" — "Non e da credere, 
die Dante intendesse di ijncsto, Fra Fiero, lo quale e 
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catumizaro per Santo. Ma in tost di Dioeletisno 1m- 
peratore, the l-ilii ttf> ] T 1 1 m j >> , secondo Kutropio'' 
(lib. ix). Buti alio protests against, ascribing "vil- 
la!?." to Cclestin — "ma quanta alia verita mm fa oosi, 
che per villa rimine-iasse, ma per vera umilta" Lan- 
dino fu^ests that the Poet may have left this an 
open question , not int i>rxcli.ii*£ anv out individual in 
partial ilar. Ycnturi objected to Esau, chiefly because 
alluded to in Pard. viij , 130. a* characteristic of re- 
probates, and since Dante could not have known 
him; but though, with Vcllutello and Daniello, he 
thoiighi ill at Celestiu n:t meant, vet be considered his 
iviiiiiH-iaiioii us the result of greatness of mind, not 
of vilta. Volpi : ti naming Cclestin bail also doubt* on 
tin's subject, adding "cone iilcuni t'oijlioiw". Gio- 
vanni Villain, Machiavelli. and others who have 
written about. Celestiu, have regarded him with ve- 
neration, and spoken of him with respect. During 
his lifi.'i i 1 1 1 1 ■ lif wa- in u idi sought id'ter for bis sunetitv, 
and many desired lo follow the rules of the order of 
Cclestins which be. est alilished. When he hud passed 
the full meaaure of human life, at the age of 79, or 
as others state 72, he was certainly unfitted by hi; 
years, no less than by his retired and meditative 
habits, for tlii' government of tbc church to which he 
had been chosen. 

After his abdication, as many christians held him 
to be the true Pope and bis successor an usurper, 
Uonit'ay.m put hhn in prison, where he soon died, not 
without suspicion of having been xnurdered, and when 
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the body, which, by the Pope's orders, had been 
buried deep to avoid discovery, w-as brought to light, 
a nail was found to ban: been driven through the akull 
(see Bosso 'Storia d'ltalia', V. xv, I. v, c. 12). 

As Bon ifazio VIII became Dante's political enemy, 
tin: resignation of Celesiin lias feen regarded as Iist.viujr 
had a remote influence on the ruin of the Poet and 
bis party. But Uelestin in renouncing an office for 
which he was unfitted and never ought to have been 
chosen, acted conscientiously, and showed that he 
preferred I lie. good of llie church, and of Ins own soul 
above all worldly considerations. What he did was 
done for the love of God, and therefore be cannot be 
intended a> llie type of tliusc w [1 . > an: esoeciallv hate- 
ful to Him. The state of mind which the rule- of his 
order inculcated, divine contemplation, was surely 
too intimately associated with Dante's own heaven, 
for him to personify iheir author as the chief of the 
Cdttiui. We mnsl. remember that Dante was himself 
a, Contemplative theole.^ian. Wei! may Harcelhin, in 
his "Industrie Filologichc" , exclaim — "On what 
grounds could Dante, who merita the title of Theo- 
logical l'oei. imagine that, by his riuLinciation , Ce- 
lestin sinned like that wicked and slothful servant, 
whom we read of in the Gospel." 

In fact it is not probable that the individual here 
alluded to by Dante was a member of any l-eligious 
order. The Poet no where shows a vindictive anti- 
pathy to the religious orders. It is believed, at one 
time, that he had the intention of joining them. But 
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these "cattivi" with their capo squadro arc the special 
objects oi' hi- most withering scum. What this shade 
was, so also were they, for all followed the same 
hanner, which was not that of the Church. 

Dante left on record, that he considered Ids electing 
in the office of Prior of the Republic, which he held 
from June 15th to August 15th, 1300, to have been 
the occasion :nid be^i lining id' all hi- troubles. This 
was nearly six years after Honifazio became Pope. 
He does not charge the pontiff with having originated 
them, much less his emissary Carlo di Valois, hut 
rather his fellow citizens, 

It is to the discordia prevailing among Ihese, and 
more especially to the conduct of in. parte sfhagijnu 
the Bianchi. or moderate Guelfs, with whom Dante 
was associated, in opposition to (lie Neri, who were 
the more violent and dangerous, and the iionsequeut 
excesses of the latter 

Con la form di lal die leslc r ia gg ia . 
that Dante ascribes the proscription of himself and 
his party. 

"Where Dante does bestow a passing notice on 
Celestin, it is free from billerness of spirit (Inf. xt> viii, 
105-8). Bonifa/io speak'uii! of him is made to say, 
that his predecessor had little love for the keys, and 
did not care to keep them — a simple fact well con- 
trasted with his own greediness, who loved these 
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keys so well, that tit' sought them with fraud and re- 
space of time extending over several years. There is 
here an allegorical sketch of tin- must important period 
of Ihi' Poet's political career, and we might well ex- 
pect that- those persons whose conduct had been fatal 
to his prospects and his political hopes would, in some 
way , figure on the scene. This seems necessary to 
give to the tnhleon that completeness which the sub- 
ject required. In the regions of Hell, the Poet has 
recourse to prophetic prevision , a. faculty of the 

with the political allegory to lie omitted, and they are 
alluded to as naineles- shades. This hypi ithesis is 
home out liy analogy, and Continued hy history. 

The "cattivo euro degli angeli'', a> is here related, 
lost their slate and place in heaven through their pu- 
silauimous neutrality. The "caltivi " fell from a similar 
cause. The former were those who would not, when 
required , snp|iort the authorirv of the divine, govern- 
ment: the latter, 1 ■ v nnalngy, are those who would not, 
at a critical moment, support, the. government of file 
Florentine Republic. We must not lose sight of (he 
historical character which Dante has given to his 
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intrndiictimi, ihc Ihhigs there alluded to have reference 
In passing events. 

Dino Cnmpau;ni ami Giovanni Villain, the contem- 
poraries of Dante, who also took part in these events, 
state in their Chronicles, that, to the pusilanlmous 
neutrality of the parly Bianehi. with which Dante was 
(.anniented, all the misfortunes which overwhelmed 
hiui and them were owing. 

The recognized head of tlii- pari v was Messer Vieri 
ile' Cerclii, who, with his wealth, family, and sup- 
porters, was the most potent person in the Republic, 
virtually ruled the authorises, and having the people 
also on his side, possessed all (lie necessary means of 
cnntmling the course of events, had his murage and 
capacity been ei|Hal to 'he occasion. But they were 
not: in Ihese qualities, lihiuelf and his family -ignnlh 
failed, and the historians charge hoth them and him 
with the identi 1 :al guilt "viltatv", which involved the 
liianchi and their recream chief in all the horrors of 
a pi'e-ent Hell , and the orn-pecls of a future one. 

The head of the N'eri was Messer (.'orso Donati, a 
nobleman of reckless and unprincipled character, and 
much in favour with the Pope. He was the personal 
enemy of the Oerchi, ami treated Messer Vieri with 
insulting arrogance. The contest het.ween the two 
parties (lovateiici to involve Florence in the greatest 
dis.iste.rs. Dante sought to prevent them by banishing 
the chiefs of each. The Pope had previously sent for 
Messer Vieri to liome, exhorting him to become 
friends with bis opponent; on this occasion, says 
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Villain, lis flowed s,> lift]? judgement, and so much 
obstinacy and strangeness of manner, affirming lit) 
was at enmity with no one, tJiat the Fnpe took much 
offence both against him and his party (Vill. I. viii, 38). 
When other efforts at pacification had tailed, and the 
Bianchi were exposed to the vengeance of their ene- 
mies, aided hy Carlo di Valois and his French ca- 
valry, the Cerchi were exhorted by the Signori to 
defend themselves and their parly, luit I Lev would 

city was subjected to all the horrors of a town taken 
hy assault. A Imlil and pal riol io policy would have 
prevented these evils. Florence bail sufficient means 
to set Carlo di Valois with his troop of twelve hundred 
cavalry at defiance, and to put down Messer Corso, 
and only needed an energetic leader to direct her 
arms. Dante, who had front to ihc l'ope as ambassa- 
dor, was detained by him in Rome, for Bonifazio well 
knew that the Poet's presence in Florence would have 



e i loro nemiei sono maestri di guerra e crudeh uo- 
mini" — "e volendo i Cerchi signoreggiare, furono 
si^nni-e^^iari" (l)im> l.'ompagiii 1. i, 27). Dino ex- 
pressly slates that, the power anil influence of the 
Cerchi were so great in Florence, that they might 
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per pieta" (Dino 1. i, 19). And this is confirmed by 
Villain who states — "per In scguito grande die aveano 
i Cerchi, il reggimcntn della citta era quasi in loro 
podere" (1. viij, 3 8).— Politically they were— "di 

grande ailare, possenti e di grand i parentadi, e ric- 
ehissimi." — Personally they were "moi-bidi, i-alva- 
ticlie, e 'ngvati, sieeoine gente venati in piucul tempo 
in grande state e podere" (Vill. 1. viii, 38). Dante 
himself did not love them, and it was from principle 
rather than personal affection that he joined their 
party, which was that of the people , by whose aid he 
hoped to preserve the peace of the Republic. He had 
once attempted to form n third party wliicli should 
embrace both modei-ale guelf's and "hibeliiis, but not 
succeeding he. joined I he Biauclu- — "accorgemlosi (die 
per su niede.simo nun poteva una tor/a parti' fetiere, 
la ipiale giusta. la ingiusmia delle aitre abbattesse. 
eon quella si ac.'o>to, nella .jualo, secondo il suo giu- 
dizio, era men n di mulvagita" (Boccaccio). 

On the 15th October 1301, new priori came into 
office at Florence , of whom Dino Compagm was one. 
The Neri pretended to aid them with their advice, 
and, though suspected, were listened to— "we gave 
thorn good words/' says Dino, "when we ought to 
have been sharpening our swords'' (I. ii, 31). At- 
tempts at reconciliation were regardeii a- covert acts 
of treachery. "La gente the tenea co' Ceroid, ne 
prese vilta, dicendo: Non e da darsi fatica, che pa*ie 
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Sara. E i lord avversari peusavauo pur di com pirn-, 
le loro malizie" (ibiil.). 

When Carlo di Valois and his followers bin) entered 
Florence, the Sigoori elected forty citizens of both 
parties to consult for the safety of the state. Those 
who intended evil remained nili-nt — "y/i u/tri art'uno 
■per/Into i! viyore" (Dino). : 'ISaldiuo Faleouieri, nomo 
vile, dicea; Signori, io sto bene. perelr i<> lion donoia 
sicuro: mostrando vilta a' euoi awersari." Messer 
Lapo Saltwelli, a bianco odious to Dante (Pard. xv, 
128), sought to obtain favour of the Neri by blaming 
the Signori. In another place Dino exclaims of him— 
"0 Messer Lapo ftalk'.rclh, luinaccialore e baititori de' 
rettoii, che non ti serviano nelle tuc question!, ove 
t'armasti't in easa i Pulci, stando uascoso." Messer 
Manelto ticali. bow-ever, did arm his people and for- 
tify his palace, but was cajoled int.) inactivity by the 
Spini (see Dino 1. ii, 34. 35. 45). Even after Carlo 
di Valois had thrown off the mask of pretended i;ood 
will, and Corso Donaii with his reckless rabble had 
burst, into the city, tin: [msilauitiioiis Ccrchi would do 
iKithins; co oppose him. Messer Scuitta de' Cane el lien, 
captain id'thc fit iivni ines, offered, with three hundred 
horse, to fso and seize Corso, but Vicri d«' Ccrcbi 
replied, "let him come"' trusting to the people for 
protection, but the people were without, a leader and 
dispirited (Villaui 1. viii, 48). "I Neri, conosoendo t 
m'tnici ioro \ ili e che aveano perduto ii vigore, s'avac- 
ciarono di premiere, la terra" (Dino 1. ii, 38). The 
horrors began: phage, arson, and murder. The Priori 
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ordered the great bell over dv-.'-.r paJi'iri; to be sounded, 
but it was of no avail — "perehe la ^ente sbiiiortita 
non trasse di casa i Cerehi. Non usei uoino a eavallo 
ne armato." — "I Cerehi si rifuggirono nelle loro 
ease, staiido colic pon.e chiuse : ' (l.ii, 41.42). The 
Cerehi were paralysed by fear and avarice — "tra 
per la paura e per 1'avari.da, i Cerehi di niente si 
pi'DviiiuDU; <; oviiuo i principal'! deLla discordia. E 
per non dar mangiare a' fanti, e per loro viltit, 
niuna dii'esa nc riparo feciono nella loro cacciata" 

(L ii, 45). 

Dino Compa^ni, who shared the Foci's policy, 
shared his feelings also, and long and bitter are his 
execrations on those faint hearted citizens, who like 
the "cattivo coro degli angeli", in this hour of fiery 
trial, would do nothing for I he defence of the iu'puoli': 
and themselves. ' : 0 malvaggi dUadini, procuratori 
delhi lii-tru/.inln'- tlellu vostra l: l Ltli. , dove I'avete con- 
dotta!" Messer lierlo Frescobaldi was indebted id 
the Cerehi for the loan of a large sum of money. 
Dino exclaims— "Ove li meritasti? ove comparistiV" 
And of Manetto Seali, a relative of tie Cerehi, who 
was induced to do nothing, he say; -"ove prcudesn 
farmer ove e il seguito tuo? ove sono i cavalli co- 
perti': Lasciasiiti -.oil omcttere a coluro , ehe di lucute 
eratio appreaao a ti;.' ! And 1o the people he says — 
"And you 0 popoiani who desired to obtain the offices 
of the government, and to reap the honours, and to 
ouuupy l.lie palaces of the rulers, where was your de- 
fence, blaming your friciuis and prai-Hig your ene- 
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mies, and that merely to save yourselves" — "sola- 
mente per eampare! " (I. ii, 45. 4G). 

Can we doubt, after these details, who the r.altwi 
were, "die mat non fur oivi" — and who he was, 
their type and chief — 

Che fece, per viiltih. il grim rifiuto. 

M. Fauricl in his "Vie de Dante", has, in few 
words, stated this substance of Ibis unpardonable con- 
duct (vol. i, p. 176). "I,e people florentin avait couru 
aux amies an premier eclat de tus liostilil f's ; niais 
|ier-o])tie no se i'tv>enta pour lu commander. Les 
chefs du parti dus Wanes, Its. Curelii, avaienl. rejete 

etc faites, el, ne songeaiil. qua, eux (|itv se i'oi'o) s'e- 
taicnt conteiites rle se foi-1 ilior dans ieurs palais. Les 
priours otaient. des homines iueajiabUrs de prendre nn 
parti viMuuvfux . et aucour desi | uols duu.-uis ln-sita.it a 
se ranger." Had the Certlii acted like brave and re- 
solute men, Florence, would have escaped I he miseries 
dial, followed- -the government, would not. have passed 
to the creatures of the Keri— Messer Oante Gabrielli 

Dante w, add haw been spared the uiisturtuties thai, 
befell him. But Messer Vicri refused to do his duty, 
and therefore all these llnngs I'd! lowed. Well might, 
this be called 'the great refusal', for such indeed it 
was by its fatal effects. 
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An attentive consideration of the entire passage, 
Inf. iii, 52-03. suggests these t-tflKiitlons. Several of 
the souls which followed the restless banner were 
well known to Dante, a circumstance in favour of 
their being hlorentincs, unw his fellow citizens. They 
all gathered to it. as one troop. This insegna has a 
meaning, and was not thai of (he Church, nor, as 
Buti suggests, "della carnalita". 

Dante says — 

Clie d'ogni posa mi pareva inoVgiia. 
If any of those who followed tin- kmnor wore Flo- 
rentines, it is probable that, they all were, for it was 
one troop, distinguished by its proper ensign. The 
banner therefore was probably the ensign of the Flo- 
rentine Republic. Its restlessness would go far to 
transform this probability into a eertainly, for such 
was the e'hataete-r of the government — 




Cho noa pirn iruvar puan in au 1b piume, 
Ma con clar volla buu ilolore achei-ma. (Purg.vi, 145-151.) 

This might all be summed up in the movement of 
the flag — 

GJie d'ogni posa mi parcva indegna. 
The troop of souls whiuh followed t.be banner Was so 
long, that the Poet says he could not have, thought 
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death had slain so many. This cannot be meant in 
reference In all numkini I from 1 1 iv" beginning of tlic 
world, whiuli would he abaurd, but to a certain class 
of persons only, to those whose ban nor tins was; Dame 
could not havo believed that so many of these were 
dead. After he had recognized several of them, he per- 
ceives the shade of him who for want of courage ami 
nf confidence in bis own powers and resources, made 
a most, disasterous refusal, for such bis words imply. 

This individual he does not name, any more (ban 
the others whom lie knew, probably because, like the 
"cattivo coro degli angeli". they bad not died, and 
therefore the Poet might well be surprised to see so 
many of them here, as if they had. When he per- 
ceives the shade of this person be knows at once who 
they all are, "la set/a tic' cv.ttivi" displeasing alike to 
God and to his enemies, and whom Dante, in his 
soul, abhorred. 

The word vitiate is used by the Poet in the sense 
of cowardice, and is applied by him lo those of whom 
better thing- had been expected : il is (be opposile to 
"tir/lire e frtintlinzzu". Thus Virgil reproves (he faint 
heartedness of Dante, when, doubting of his own 
powers to sustain the perils of the proposed voyage 
through Nell, be seems disposed to decline the under- 
taking. Virgil, perceiving Ins motive, says — 
L'aninia tus e da ciltale offesa. 

And when he hail related the celestial assistance on 
which Dante might, reckon, he exclaims — 
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Perche IMita t-iito nel cnore allelic f 
Pcrthe ardire e froochezza n<m hai? 

Hut. a still more remarkable pu"ai;e in which vitiate 
is used in the HiT.se of shameful timidity. f'i' cowardice, 
is that where the Poet alludes to the pusibin'unous 
conduct of Frederic, Kin;; of Sicily, who had joined 
tlii; Ubibelin League, but on the death of the Emperor 
Henry VII, refused to continue bis support, declined 
to become its chief, and would not accept the signoria 
of Pisa — 

Vedraasi 1'avarizia e la mltad 
l>i quel the guards l'lanla del funco, 
Dove Anohiae fiui la lunga etale. (Fur-;, lis, 130-3.) 

This, in fuel, is so applicable to llie shade of Mm, 

Che face, per villale, il gran rifiulo, 
that some expositors have supposed the King of Sicily 
to be here intended, but I'Vederic- did nut. die I ill years 
after Dante, in 1337, nor is it probable that the Poet 
here alludes to him. 

The Abbate ijareellini proposed the brother of 
Giano dclln- Bella, to whom, on the latter having been 
driven from Florence, the people had m'uiirsc as bis 
successor, but who refused to bo their leader. The 
Padre Lombardi , who doubted if Dante had ever 
seen Celeslin, following up tins view, named M. Tor- 
rigiano de' Oerebi. Recently, the Editor of the Com- 
[nentary by Uuti has suggested Auguslulus, ,: colla de- 
posinionc del ipialc inori fra noi la niaesta del romano 
imperio", but this, I think, is wandering far away 
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from the intention of the Poet, we might as well go 
back to the older hypothesis of Diocletian. 

The sense of the word "catiivi", here nsei.l by 
Dante, is vili, with an especial reference to dis- 
loyult.y, as is shown by the context. The "cattivo 
corn degli angcli", who were neither loyal nor re- 
bellions, were dishali e vili, and sought only to save 
themselves, "per se foro". So "la sella de' catiivi" 

Now this, as we have seen, was precisely lire character 
of the Florentine Bianchi, especially of those who 
iVjllijwi'i 1 the Cerchi. Dili" Conipaglii ascribes vilta. to 
them all. They acted not the part of men , they had 
Install manly vigour; Dante declares they never had 
any — "eke mai -non fur uiei." Dante and Dino arc 
here agreed, "la sella de' catiivi", of the former, cor- 
respond to the ''malvagi eitt.adini" of the latter, the 
most, conspicuous among whom was the faint hearted 
and disl.nal Messer Vieri ile' Oerelii. lie and they 
were equally di-pleusiug to the opposite parties, God 
and his enemies, lake the ''cattivo euro", tlrev would 

In a political sense they wen; alike hateful to the 
(ilnbelins and the Guelfs, to the iimperor and the 
Pope. Dante, who held the pusillanimous in abomi- 
nation, had a, supreme contempt 1'or them all; this 
we can well understand from his own frank and fer- 
vent character. 
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E quel clie piii li grsvtra li! Bpalle, 
Sara [a o.apagiiis malvagm e scempia. 
Con Is qual la cadrai in qoeetatalle. (Pard.xvii, 61-3.} 

When Dante completed his Inferno, it is mora than 
pro batik- tliiit Miv-er Yieri An" Ceivh; had departed 
to (he region of shades. He was a man passed the 
middle age at the battle of Campaldino in 1289, where 
he commanded a body of I'lorentine. Cavalry. Villain 
relates, thai, all hough p= LiflV-i-ii ijcr in one of his legs, 
possibly from gout, being required to name those 
of his own sesto who should first attack the enemy, 
he named only himself, bis son and bis nephews, or 
grandsons (rtepoti) (lib. vii, c. 130). Now, if he had 
grandsons old enough to take the field in 1289, he 
must then have been upwards of sixty, and it is not 
probable, therefore, that his life extended much be- 
yond the year I oU9, when he would have, been nearly 
four score. But admitting thai. I.he Ohronieler meant 
the nephews of Messer Vieri, who was the head of 
the family ((hough his namm- them for the. action of 
grenlest danger, along with Inmself and son, would 
imply that he considered them as bis own) even on this 
siiow'iiig, In: may well be supposed to have been nearly 
fifty, and thirteen years afterwards to have, entered 
at least his sixiielh year, so that as il has been shown 
that the Inferno was not finished till after the death 
of Pope Clement V, in 1313, it is much more pro- 
bable than not, that Messer Vieri de' Cerchi was then 
also among the departed. But to return to the 
"cattivi'. 
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along with an irresistable whirling motion, headed by 
ii banner tbat disdains any rest. 

Dante 'it' en assigns ] j n tiislui ioti is with a sort of 
poetic justice drawn from the special offences com- 
mitted. Those who with shameful quiescence and 
cowardly torpidity, in I he hour ol extreme peril, in- 
stead of coming for!li like living, energetic men, to 
the support of the government and the defence of 

pretended to be friends with their enemies, these fear- 
stricken Floret) lines, dead to reason, which is always 
on the side of duly, and therefore destitute of their 
proper life. for. as *a;th the Master, ''riven: i' ragiunc 
usare", these "tattivi", scared by false inferences, 
and neglecting alike l.hciv obligations and their inter- 
ests, who would not rally to the rescue of the Re- 
public, and gather round the banner of the Gon- 
faloniers, are here for ever rushing after it as if 
nothing could slop them. And that conspicuous, well 
known tigure — 



is their nameless chief, whose refusal to defend the 
party Bianehi was the ruin of the Poet. Weil might 
Dante recognize him again, and thus know who and 
what the souls in that long troop of loathsome slug- 
gards were, by Heaven rejected and by I It'll refused. 
Thus, in a few significant verses, Dante has given 
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nuCL'ssarv to htr.ir in mind, in (irikr i" understand tin; 
lull meaning of his exordium. And he has done so 
in the way moat congenial to his own lofty spirit, 
poiiitiiiir distinctly tn tlie individual who, more than 
any other, deserved the iiliiiraucrr which he has so 
forcibly drawn, hut whom he would not, uiim', richly 
jinli;ii]^ hi- name unworthy of record in Italy's mi- 
[i!']'ish;iblc Book. 



On orate l'altiBSqio Poet a. 
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